STALIN
out intermission. Since 1933 we have heard no more
of them.
Officially, there is no unemployment. Fluctuations in
the supply of labour, however, are admitted. They cor-
respond with the wandering from place to place of
millions of workers. These migrations of the proletariat
are one of the glaring defects of the regime. Every
possible means of coercion have been brought into play
to prevent them. Workmen were given identity books
like those given to soldiers. Residence in a given area
was made compulsory. The passport system was intro-
duced, but nothing availed to keep the working popula-
tion in one place, and they continued to wander from
town to town in search of conditions of life a little less
pitiable, of a 'boss* a little less cruel. The unity of com-
mand which had been in force in the factories since 1929,
had destroyed what few remaining shreds of liberty
remained to the men. Henceforth they lived like con-
victs.
The schools programme had likewise proved a failure,
notwithstanding all the fine hopes it had engendered.
So far from diminishing, the number of illiterates became
greater than ever.
Finally, all those who wielded the pen, journalists,
novelists, historians, poets, were enjoined to praise the
government without stint. If they did not, they were
deported.
And that is where things are now. Stalin is a cunning
politician but a man of limited vision, and no intellectual
culture. In the realm of economics he has never brought
any but elementary schoolboy ideas to the solution of the